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FOREWORD 


“The story of the establishment and development of 
College Place Methodist Church is an inspiring chapter 
in the history of North Carolina Methodism. From the 
beginning to the present time, its progress has been the 
fruit of faith and self-sacrifice. The congregation, not by 
any means to be considered a wealthy one, has not only 
toiled and spent to provide facilities for an expanding local 
membership but it has given freely and generously of its 
resources to provide a church home for hundreds of young 
women who are seeking a college education in order to 
prepare themselves to teach in the elementary and high 
schools of North Carolina. 

To this Church is given a glorious opportunity for 
service and, likewise, upon it rests a great responsibility. 
This responsibility cannot be met unless the Church is freed 
of debt and the facilities provided for the proper religious 
training of these young women. The task ceases to be a 
local matter and becomes a responsibility of the two con- 
ferences. I confidently believe that the Methodists of 
North Carolina will accept this responsibility.” 


Signed: W. K. Greene, Chairman, 


Inter-Conference College Place Committee 


Rev. B. C. ReEavis 
Pastor, College Place Church 


A Record of Growth and Service 


College Place Church came into 
being in 1898, in the mind of Dr. 
L. W. Crawford who, at that time, 
was editor of the North 
Christian Advocate. It was at his 
earnest request that a board of trus- 


Carolina 


tees was appointed in September of 
1898 to investigate the possibility of 
building a little chapel near the 
“State Normal and Industrial Col- 
lege,” which had been founded in 
1892. A lot was purchased and a 
little chapel “‘perched upon two blocks 
of wood,” was erected in February, 
1899. Dr. Crawford found time to 
preach in this little chapel on Sundays, 
both morning and evening. 

In November, 1899, the trustees 
reported that about thirty persons 
had expressed a desire to place their 
membership in the “Spring Garden 
Chapel.” By November, 1900, this 
society had grown to the extent that 
it had fifty-seven members. Spring 
Garden Street Chapel was acknow- 
ledged as a church by the Confer- 
ence in November, 1900, and Dr. 
L. W. Crawford was appointed pas- 
tor in charge. 

From this point on, the growth of 
the College Place Church has been 
almost phenomenal. The large num- 
ber of college students in attendance 
upon its services, together with a 
rapidly-growing local congregation, 
made necessary the building of a new 
and modern brick church in 1908— 
just 10 years after the idea of such 
a church was first conceived in the 


mind of Dr, Crawford! 


The Woman’s College of the 
University of North Carolina (suc- 
cessor of the old Normal College) 
through these years has shown a re- 
markable growth. The responsibility, 
as well as the membership, of Col- 
lege Place Church has increased ac- 
cordingly. The growth of these two 
institutions, the one of education, the 
other of religion, has been cotermin- 
ous. Only eleven years after the sec- 
ond church structure was built to 
meet the needs of the growing Col- 
lege) Place third 
structure became necessary! ‘Think of 
a Church growing so rapidly that 
three 


congregation, a 


buildings, each considerably 
larger than its predecessor, were re- 
quired—in a period of only twenty 
years! Perhaps this record of growth 
cannot be matched in the history of 
any church in Southern Methodism. 
In 1919) a large “auditorumuywas 
erected at a cost of $80,000. It was 
at the instruction of the Annual Con- 
ference leaders that the building be 
made much larger than the needs of 
the local membership would warrant 
—as It was recognized even twenty 
years ago that the College Place stu- 
dent problem was more than a local 
responsibility. With assurances of 
help from the Conference, the mem- 
bers of College Place Church launch- 
ed out with faith into the building 
program. ‘The original debt has been 
reduced to $23,000. 

The rapid growth of Woman’s 


College, with its large proportion of 
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Methodist girls, has made necessary 
the building of additional rooms at 
College Place Church. This greatly- 
needed building program cannot be 
undertaken until the old debt of 
$23,000 has been paid. 

What a great challenge this situa- 
tion is! What a great opportunity 
—and_ responsibility—faces College 
Place Church! Located adjacent to 
the fourth largest Woman’s College 
im the 
W oman’s College in the entire South! 


world—the second largest 


With more than thirty percent of its 
from Methodist 


students coming 
homes! 

And Woman’s College is growing. 
Every available space is taken this 
year. Three additional buildings are 
going up. The Church must meet its 
growing responsibility to the students 
of this great institution. 


The task 1s 


-hurch, the size and strength of Col- 


too great for one 
c 

lege Place, to accomplish successful- 
ly, without some assistance. 


Rev. PHIL HaroLp GRICE 
Asst. Pastor, College Place Church 
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The Present Crisis 


“No room in the Inn!” That was 
the rude message flung in the face of 
the Master’s parents more than nine- 
teen hundred years ago. 

“No room in the Church!” That 
is the sad message we are required to 
relate to many of our college girls 
and others who desire to attend our 
Church School classes, but who can- 
not—simply because there is no room! 
Think of it! Ten regular Church 
School classes packed into the Church 
auditorium each Sunday morning; 
and every other available space 
crowded beyond the possibility of 
efficiency. 

There are thirteen hundred and 
sixty-four people enrolled in the Col- 
lege Place Sunday School, many of 
whom are choice young spirits—the 
leaders of our churches throughout 
the State tomorrow! College Place 
Church is the logical Church home 
for our Methodist girls at W. C., 
U.N. C. It is their only convenient 
Church home. And they are welcome 
tothe facilities’ ot College Place 
Church. They always have been 
made welcome. Our local people have 
made many willing sacrifices to en- 
courage the attendance of these fine 
But, the 
made by the people at College Place 


are not enough. They are faced with 


young women. sacrifices 


a crisis that calls for help from every 
loyal Methodist in North Carolina. 
‘The four years that a young per- 
son spends in college are the most 
important years for that  person’s 


growth and development. ‘The stu- 


dent enters college an adolescent 
and emerges as an adult. ‘Thought 


patterns, ideals, character traits—are 
all poured into the adult mould. 
Mental horizons are constantly ex- 
panding. ‘The Church must provide 
for the commensurate growth of the 
student’s religious experience. No 
spectacle is more sad than one of 
those students coming out of college 
a mental adult, with the religious 


experience of a child. 


Dr. Ernest Fremont ‘Tittle, one of 
the foremost preachers of our genera- 
tion, whose ministry for many years 
has been among college and univer- 
sity students, says: “It is very desir- 


able . 


worship 


. that when college students 
should feel 
selves a part of the whole race of 


they them- 
man in its endless quest of God. 
Furthermore, the student’s opinion, 
if not of religion, at least of the 
institutions of religion, is largely in- 
fluenced for better or for worse by 
the character and standing of the 
local church in his college commun- 
ity. 


“When he graduates from college 


S 


and returns home, or establishes his 
residence in some new community, it 
is greatly to be desired that he will 
identify himself with some church, 
which he is likely to do if he has 
formed a favorable impression of 
the? church? as) “ane institution, “but 
not likely to do if, during four 
of the most impressionable years of 


his life, he has learned to look upon 


8 Tue Cot.tece Pract CHurcu BULLETIN 


the church with pity and contempt. 

“So, as I see it, among all those 
campus or near-campus agencies 
which are supposed to minister to the 
religious life of students, there 1s 
none so utterly important as the local 


church.” —Selected. 


~ 


In these days of doubt and con- 
fusion the Church must furnish its 
young the guidance they need in 
choosing a career and building a life. 

College Place Church can furnish 
that guidance for more than six hun- 
dred girls each year—with your help. 


Miss MarjoriE LEONARD 


President, Wesley Foundation 


What College Place Church Means to Your 


Community 


Through the years College Place 


Church has been “the center of an 


ever-widening circle of Christian 


influence.” Literally thousands of 
young women from every county in 
the State of North Carolina, and 
from many other States east of the 
Mississippi River, have attended the 
services of “The Friendly Church 
on the Corner.” They have attended 
its worship programs; they have been 
instructed in the classes of the Church 
School; they have entered heartily 
into the work of the Wesley Foun- 
dation; they have participated in all 
the activities of a normal church 
life. 

Dozens of fine young women have 
been converted under the ministry of 
this Church that has sought steadily 
to keep before them the challenge of 
the Christian way of life. 

These young women have gone 
into every community of the State 
other 
to build a 


home. Perhaps there is not a Meth- 


to teach, or engage in some 


worthy occupation, or 


odist family in North Carolina at 
least one of whose members has not 
been taught. by one of these fine 
young women who have, through 
these years, passed through Woman’s 


College and College Place Church. 


- At the present time there are near- 
ly, seven’ hundred Methodist girls at 
W.C., U. N. C., who have come 
here from eighty-seven of the one 
hundred counties in North Carolina. 
Nearly five hundred of this number 
are “associate members” of College 
Place Church. ‘They are coming back 
to your community to teach your 
boys and girls, to build homes, and 
to work in your churches. Only 
eternity will reveal the full extent 
Place 


of the influence of College 


5 


Church on your community, 


Miss ANN SULLINS DossER 


Director, Wesley Foundation 


Report of Joint Committee 


Recognizing the fact that the large 
student problem at College Place 
Church is more than a local respon- 
sibility, the Conferences of 
North Carolina agreed at their last 


two 


cessions to lend state-wide assistance 
in this worthwhile undertaking. 


The following is the report of the 
joint committee on College Place 
Methodist Church to the Western 
North Carolina Annual Conference 
and the North Carolina Annual 
Conference: 

In consideration of the large 
Methodist enrollment of students in 
the Woman’s College of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, with all 
that such enrollment imposes in re- 
sponsibility and privilege upon Col- 
lege Place Methodist Church, the 
Joint Committee on College Place 
Church requests the two North Caro- 
lina Annual Conferences to consider 
and approve the following recom- 
mendations: 


(1) That the two Annual Con- 
ferences undertake to raise. the sum 
of fifty thousand dollars, first, to 
pay off the indebtedness of twenty- 
three thousand dollars which is now 
on College Place Church, and, there- 
after, to. make additional improve- 
ments to the present facilities, which 
are now greatly congested, with the 
provision that no debt is to be in- 
curred on College Place Church dur- 
ing the proposed enlargement of the 
facilities. 


(2) That the pastor of College 


Place Church and his assistant be 


given the opportunity to solicit funds 
for this purpose throughout both 
Annual Conferences, and that all 
our pastors be urged to render every 
possible aid in the securing of this 
fund, 

(3) That the Boards of Missions 
in each Annual Conference 
appropriations to the salary of an 
assistant pastor at College Place 
Church, for the period of one year, 
seven hundred dollars by the West- 
ern North Carolina Annual Confer- 
ence and five hundred dollars by the 
North Carolina Annual Conference. 

(4) That both Annual Confer- 
ences join College Place Church in 
urging from the General Board of 
Church Extension a donation of ten 


make 


thousand dollars to be used in cancel- 
ling the present indebtedness and in 
the enlargement of the plant. 

(S) ‘That each annual Conference 
appoint a committee of three persons 
to work with a local committee of 
three College Place 


out the 


persons from 


Church in carrying above 


recommen dations. 


(Signed) W. K. Greene, Chairman 
A. J. Hoss, 
L. C. Larkin, 
North Carolina Conference 


(Signed) L. B. ABERNETHY, 

D. B. McCrary, 

W. A. LamBetnu, Sec’y., 

Western N, C. Conference 
(Signed) F. M. Brown, 

L. F. Linker, 

LrE M. RALts, 

College Place Church. 


Messages From Our Methodist Leaders 


“The state-wide campaign in the 
interest of College Place Church is 
now before the Methodists of North 
Carolina. Two years ago the writer 
spent a week at College Place Church 
assisting the pastor in a series of 
evangelistic services. The need for 
additional room to serve the Meth- 
odist girls of the Woman’s College 
was clearly evident then and_ has 
presented a more serious problem 
each year. hese girls represent every 
section of our State and the Meth- 
odists of the entire State should mani- 
festa deep, imterest im) the church 
that ministers to them while they are 
away from home. 

Our two Conferences have voted 
to stand behind College Place Church 
in this emergency and open the way 
for this Church to pay off a burden- 
some debt and build adequately for 
years that lie ahead. Let us all face 
up to this challenging undertaking 
and give our finest and fullest co- 
operation to the successful completion 
of this campaign.” 


(Signed) L. C. Larkin, 
Presiding Elder, 
Rocky Mount District. 
Also a member of the Inter-Con- 
ference College Place Committee. 


“The effort to relieve College 
Place Church of its indebtedness and 
to give it adequate accommodations 
for its work to my mind is the first 
task of Methodism in North Caro- 
lina, We have lagged entirely too 
long in this work. From some per- 


sonal knowledge of what has been 
done, I can frankly say that I do not 
believe a better piece of work has 
een done anywhere in the State. I 
sincerely hope that this movement 
will set the church free to do an even 
bigger work than it has done.” 


(Signed) CHas. C, WEAVER, 
Pastor, First Methodist Church, 
Charlotte, N.C. 


“Throughout youth’s high school 
days our Church gives affectionate 
oversight, seeking to lay 
spiritual foundations. But we must 
not stop there,, he «Church amuse 
follow through. When the boy and 


the girl find themselves in a new 


proper 


world on the college campus, they 
need the watchcare of the church as 
much as ever, and probably more, 

“College Place Church is eager to 
serve the hundreds of Methodist girls 
on the campus of the Woman’s Col- 
lege of the University of North 
Carolina, but her physical equipment 
is limited. North Carolina Method- 
ism will welcome this opportunity to 
cooperate with our Greensboro peo- 
ple in their effort to keep the Chris- 
tian religion a vital factor in the 
lives of OUR girls. The campaign 
now being waged to pay the College 
Place debt and to enlarge the facili- 
ties for our students deserves to suc- 
ceed.” 

(Signed) A. J. Hoss, 

Presiding Elder, Durham District. 

Member of the Inter-Confer- 


ence College Place Committee. 


Ik, 
“T have been closely associated 

with the work at College Place 

Church for the past nine years. 

“T am sure that I speak only the 
truth when I say that our Confer- 
ence is doing no greater work than 
we are doing at College Place. I say 
this after carefully observing the 
work on Sunday and during the week 
days at that Church.” 


(Signed) L. B. ABERNETHY, 


Missionary Secretary. 
Inter-Conference College 
Place Committee. 


“There is no more urgent local 
appeal than that of the College place 
campaign in the two Conferences this 
year. I am glad to add my word of 
approval for this special effort to 
meet a most trying situation, Embar- 
rassed by an indebtedness which was 
incurred in order to provide adequate 
facilities for a growing membership 
and a large college constituency, our 
College Place Church faces a crisis. 
This debt must be paid and a greatly 
needed enlargement program must 
be launched in order that the work of 
this church may be most effective. 
Because these students who attend 
College Place Church come from 
all parts of North Carolina, this 1S 
plainly a state-wide responsibility. 
When the opportunity is given, I 
trust there may be a unanimous re- 
sponse throughout the state.” 


(Signed) CLARE PURCELL, 


Bishop of the two 


North Carolina Conferences. 
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“As [ see it, the North Carolina 
Methodism has no more important 
responsibility than facing its student _ 
problem. Whether we wish it or not, 
the majority of the Methodist Coil 
and girls of the state are going to be 
educated in state-controlled institu= 
tions. They come from our Metho- 
dist homes and will return to our 
Methodist communities. 

“The situation at the Woman's 
College in Greensboro is both inspir- 
ing and distressing. With students 
crowding every available space and 


actually remaining away from Sun 
day School and church because there 
is no room, the challenge to Meth 
dism seems to be unavoidable. W 
could make no finer investment thz 
to provide adequate facilities for th | 


{ 
| 
| 
\ 


overwhelming responsibility.” 


(Signed) Paut B. Kern, 
Bishop of the M. E, Church, Sout | 


College Place is the place to giv 
our attention to just now; to Carr 
out our plain and emphatic confe 
ence action; to give leadership to 0 
many Methodist students; to giv 
concrete, though unofficial, expres 
sion to the objectives of the You 
Crusade; to lift the burden of de 
from a worthy and loyal congregé 
tion; to more adequately house tl 
enthusiastic throngs of young peop 
who attend that church. It will 
good business and sound religion 
do the job as outlined. It will be fa 
ly easy if we all assume a helps} 
attitude and are loyal to the issue. 

(Signed) L. B. Hayes, 
Presiding Elder, Greensboro Distri 
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